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H napovoa Atmhopatikr Epyoacio ekmoviiOnke 610 mAaiclo T@v 6Tovddv yio tnv
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Iepiinyn

H mapovoa epyacia efetdler v amotedecpotikotnto tov Evpomaikod Akactnpiov
AvBporivav Awaiopdtov (EAAA) o¢ unyovicod Tpoctaciog 1060 TV TPOsPUY®Y OGO
KOl TOV OTOOVTIOV GOLAO, LE EUQOOT) OTIG OTUTEG OVOYKOOTIKEG ETOVOTPOMONCELS Kot
€101KN avapopd ota yeyovoto mov Erafav ydpa 1o 2020 ota EAANVOTOVPKIKG GHVOPO.
Apetnpio. g peAENG amotedel N SlomiGTOON OTL 1| TPOCTAGIN MOV ATOPPEEL OO TNV
Evponaixkny Zoppacn Awoiopdtov tov Avipomov (EXAA) BepeldveTon mpoTticTtog oTtnv
évvola g dkoodoaciog, M omoio dvvatol va ackeital Kot de facto. Qot6G0, 1 gpunveia
Kol 1 geoppoyn g XouPaong amd to EAAA mopovcsidlovv acvvémeleg, 10img OtOv
TPOKELTOL Y10. GUVOPLOKEG EMLYEPNOELG KO TPOKTIKEG OTOTPONTNG, OOV 1| KPOTIKN dpacm
GLYVA OPYAVAOVETOL KOTO TPOTO 0d1POVY] KOl SuGYEPAIVEL TN Aoyodoaia.

Yndé avtd 10 mPicpa, OKOMO TNG epyaciog amoteAel m KPUTIKA ovdAvomn kot
a&lohdynon g wavotntog Tov EAAA g amotelesHaTIKOD UNYOVIGHOD TPOGTAGING TOV
TPOCOLYOV KOl TOV o1toOVIOV (ACLAO, G©€ TEPWTAOGCES GATVTOV AVAYKAGTIKAOV
enovonpowdnoewv (pushbacks), kabdc kot 1 ATOTOTWON TOV TAPEKKAICEDV TOV KPOUTMOV
amd Tovg Oebvelg kavoveg, pe agopun 6ca dradpapatiomkoav otov ‘EBpo to 2020. H
avéivon Paciletar oe gpunveutikny PifAloypapikny TpocEyyion HEAETNG TEPIMTMOONG KoL
a&lomotel Tpwrtoyevelg Kot devtepoyeveic mnyés. Baowkd onpeio g epyaciog amotelei 1
depevvnon T@V SVOKOMOV amOSEIENG KOl TEKUNPIMONG TOV EXAVOTPONONCEDY, KOBMS
kol M afloAdynon NG TPOKTIKNAG AETOVPYiOG NG OTOUIKNG TPOCQOLYNG Kol TG
OTOTEAEGLOTIKNG EVVOUNG TTPOGTAGING,

Ta evprpoto ovadeucvoovy Oti, Topdtt 11 EXAA mapéyel 1oyvpég €yyunoelg Kat to
EAAA 6100étel epunventikd epyadeio (OTmg 1 £Vvolo TOV OTOTEAEGUOTIKOD EAEYYOV), N
TPOKTIKT OTOTEAEGLOTIKOTNTO TNG TPOCTAGING cVyvd meplopiletar amd v adlopdaveln
TOV GLVOPLIK®Y TPOKTIKAOV, TIG OTOOEIKTIKEG dVoYEPELES, KaBMG Kol amd TO 0TAd0 TG
GUUUOPPMOONG, OOV 1 TUMIKN €KTEAECN O&v TOLTILETOL OVOYKAGTIKA UE OVLCIUCTIKY
petaforn g ok Tikng mpaktikng. H epyacia cvpmepaivel 6ti 1 amoteleopatikdTnTa
tov EAAA xpivetar teAikd oyl povo 610 eminedo g VOLoAoYiog, aAAL Kot 6T SLVOLIKN
ox€0M OKOUOL KOt TOMTIKNG, 010G GE TOUELG OOV Ol KPOATIKEG EMAOYEG AGPAAELNG KoL

OTOTPOTNG TEVOLV VO VIEPIGYVOVY TOV EYYVNGEMV d1eBVODS TPOooTUGiNG.

A&Earg KAEWLWA: ATUTEC OVAYKOOTIKEG ETOVATPOMONGELS, apyf TNG LN EXavampom®bnong,

d1ebvic Tpootacico, EAANVOTOLPKIKE GUVOPW, EPYOAEIOTOINGT] LETAVACTEVTIKAOV PODY



Abstract

This thesis examines the effectiveness of the European Court of Human Rights
(ECtHR) as a protection mechanism both for refugees and asylum seekers, with particular
emphasis on informal forced returns (pushbacks) and with specific reference to the events
that took place in 2020 at the Greek—Turkish border. The study departs from the premise
that the protection afforded by the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) is
primarily grounded in the notion of jurisdiction, which may also be exercised de facto.
Nonetheless, the ECtHR’s interpretation and application of the Convention display
inconsistencies, especially in the context of border operations and deterrence practices,
where state action is frequently organized in an opaque manner that obstructs
accountability.

Against this background, the thesis aims to provide a critical analysis and assessment
of the ECtHR’s capacity to function as an effective protection mechanism in pushback-
related situations, while also mapping the ways in which states deviate from international
legal standards in the aftermath of the Evros events of 2020.

The analysis follows an interpretive, literature-based case-study strategy and draws
on primary and secondary sources. A key analytical axis concerns the difficulties of proof
and documentation in pushback cases, alongside an evaluation of the practical operation of
individual application and effective legal protection.

The findings indicate that, while the ECHR contains robust guarantees and the
ECtHR has interpretive tools at its disposal (notably the concept of effective control), the
practical effectiveness of protection is often constrained by the opacity of border practices,
evidentiary obstacles, and the compliance stage, where formal execution does not
necessarily translate into substantive change in administrative practice. Ultimately, the
thesis concludes that the effectiveness of the ECtHR is determined not only at the level of
jurisprudence, but also within the dynamic interaction between law and politics -
particularly in fields where state priorities of security and deterrence tend to prevail over

international protection safeguards.

Keywords: Pushbacks, non-refoulement, international protection, Greek-Turkish borders,
instrumentalization of migration flows
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